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NGC to Recognize Frosted and 
Mirrored Bamboo on 2003 Gold 
Chinese Pandas 


Posted on 11/13/2012 

NGC expands Variety PI us program to include frosted bamboo and mirrored 
bamboo for the gold 20-Yuan and 100-Yuan Chinese Panda coins. 

After further research and study, NGC will now recognize Frosted Bamboo and 
Mirrored Bamboo for the Gold 20 Yuan and 100 Yuan Chinese Panda coins. In 
May 2012 NGC began attributing Frosted Bamboo and Mirrored Bamboo for the 
2003 Silver 10 Yuan. 

The difference 
is readily 
apparent 
when 

comparing the 
bamboo 
against the 
closest leaf. 

On the 
Mirrored 
Bamboo 
variety the 
bamboo has 
the same 

reflectivity as the adjacent leaf while on the Frosted Bamboo variety the bamboo 
shows significant contrast against the leaf. Although there are reports that these 
differences can be seen on all denominations of 2003-dated Gold Pandas, this 
has not yet been independently confirmed by NGC. 
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Left: Frosted Bamboo; Right: Mirrored Bamboo. 

Currently these varieties will only be attributed on the Silver 10 Yuan and Gold 20 
and 100 Yuan Panda coins. NGC will continue to study the other denominations 
and will expand the attributions if warranted. The Frosted and Mirrored bamboo 
varieties will be recognized automatically and at no additional charge. 
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NGC Attends the 2012 Beijing 
International Coin Expo 

Posted on 11/7/2012 


At the Beijing show, more than 90% of the certified coins were graded by NGC. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation™ (NGC®) and its China submission center, 
Guangzhou National Standard Numismatic Grading Company, attended the 
Beijing International Coin Expo held on November 2-4 at the China World Trade 
Center in Beijing, China. Numismatic Conservation Services™ (NCS®), and 
Paper Money Guaranty™ (PMG®) were also represented at the show. NGC, NCS 
and PMG are members of the Certified Collectibles Group™ (CCG®). 



NGC was also grading on-site prior to the show and conducted an educational 
numismatic seminar for attendees during the event. 

The market for certified coins and currency in China continues to grow. Collectors 
and dealers have shown a strong preference for NGC and PMG grading. At the 
show, more than 90% of the certified coins were graded by NGC. More than 
500,000 Chinese coins have been graded by NGC and PMG has graded more 
than 50,000 Chinese notes. NGC, NCS and PMG now have official submission 






centers in South Korea, China, Taiwan and Singapore. 


“We continue to be honored by the outstanding support we receive from collectors 
and dealers in China and throughout Asia,” says Steven R. Eichenbaum, CEO of 
the Certified Collectibles Group. “With their help we will continue to provide 
accurate, consistent and independent grading to the Chinese market.” 
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NGC, NCS and PMG at the 2012 
Korea Money Fair 

Posted on 11/1/2012 


Collectors and dealers expressed a strong preference for NGC® and PMG® 
certification in Korea. 


SARASOTA, Fla. (November 1, 2012) - Numismatic Guaranty Corporation™ 
(NGC®), Numismatic Conservation Services™ (NCS®), and Paper Money 
Guaranty™ (PMG®) received enthusiastic praise for their presence at the 2012 
Korea Money Fair from October 26 to October 28 in Seoul, Korea. NGC, NCS and 
PMG are members of the Certified Collectibles Group™ (CCG®). 

Sponsored by the Ministry of Strategy and Finance, the Bank of Korea and 
Shinhan Bank, the show also received major support from Poongsan Hwadong 
(www.hwadong.com), the official Korean submission center for NGC, NCS and 
PMG. 


Collectors and dealers expressed a strong preference for NGC and PMG 
certification in Korea. At the Poongsan Hwadong auction held in conjunction with 
the show, more than 90% of the certified coins were graded by NGC. PMG enjoys 
similar support and has now graded more than 60,000 notes from South Korea. 

The popularity of NGC and PMG in South Korea is representative of the 
widespread support throughout Asia. In China, for example, NGC has graded 
more than 500,000 coins while PMG has graded more than 50,000 notes. NGC, 
NCS and PMG now have official submission centers in South Korea, China, 
Taiwan and Singapore. 

“We are honored by the tremendous feedback we received at the Korea Money 
Fair,” says Steven R. Eichenbaum, CEO of the Certified Collectibles Group. “I 
spoke to a number of collectors and dealers at the show who said they were 
extremely confident in the accuracy, consistency and independence of NGC and 




PMG grading.” 


About Certified Collectibles Group (CCG) 

The Certified Collectibles Group (CCG) is an umbrella organization consisting of 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation of America (NGC®), the leading grading 
service in rare coins; Numismatic Conservation Service (NCS®), the leading coin 
conservation service; Paper Money Guaranty (PMG®), the leading currency 
certification service; Certified Guaranty Corporation (CGC®), the first independent 
and impartial third party grading service in comics. 

CCG, NGC, NCS, PMG and CGC are trademarks or registered trademarks in the 
United States and/or other countries. All other names and marks referenced in 
this release are the trade names, trademarks, or service marks of their respective 
owners. 
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Have Your Coins Graded On¬ 
site at Whitman Baltimore 


Posted on 11/2/2012 

NGC will offer on-site grading of US coins at the Whitman Baltimore Expo. All 
coins submitted for on-site grading will be evaluated for Plus Designation at time 
of grading. 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation of US coins* at the Whitman 
Baltimore Expo, in Baltimore, MD on Thursday, November 15 to Friday, 
November 16, 2012 at 12:00 pm. NGC will be at booth 1953. Please check with 
NGC Customer Service for submission cut-off times. 

Please read below for complete details on the services offered during the show. 

NGC will be offering NGC Details Grading for coins that exhibit detrimental 
surface conditions. This service is provided automatically and at no additional 
charge for all on-site grading submissions. Submitters can request to opt out of 
this service if they prefer to have such coins returned ungraded. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView® Holder. 

On-Site Services include : 


Silver Dollar Tier 

$30 per coin 

Morgan and Peace Dollars valued at $500 and under (5- 

coin minimum). 


Coins must be in flips. 



Gold Special $50 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 and under (5-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $1,500 and under. 













WalkThrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued from $1,501 to $100,000. 



Expedite WalkThrough $150 per coin 

Guaranteed four-hour turnaround, coins valued at 
$100,000 and under. 

Coins are returned within four hours or reguiar show 
pricing appiies. 



Unlimited Value WalkThrough $500 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued above $500,000. 


Show ReHolder $15 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC 
holder is placed in a new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView 
Holder. 


NCS Crossover $10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is NGC Details Graded. 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World services. 
Ancient Coin Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for on-site grading or regular service 
submissions to be returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in 
diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth. Making American History Coin & 
Currency Sets, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early 
Releases, American Liberty Series, 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These 
submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• The $5 Crossover special does not apply for on-site grading. 


Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 







Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 



SIXBID.COM 


MA ©SHOPS 

Collector Online Mall 


View All > 


OODO® 

®NCS' ^PMG’ ®CGC BCCS BASG 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


^ United States 








Sign In 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



NGC Accepting Submissions at 
Houston Money Show 

Posted on 11/13/2012 

NGC will be accepting submissions for all regular service levels at the Houston 
Money Show. 

NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all service levels* at the Houston 
Money Show, at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston, TX on 
Thursday, November 29 to Saturday, December 1, 2012. All submissions will be 
sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. Services include World Services, Ancient Coin 
Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® and more. Check with show representatives for 
details. Cut-off time for all submissions will be 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 
1. NGC will be at booth 115. 

Note: 


• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for on-site grading or regular service 
submissions to be returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in 
diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth, San Francisco 2-coin Proof set. Coin & 
Currency set, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early 
Releases, American Liberty Series, 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These 
submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• *Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 
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NGC Ancients: Silver 
Tetradrachms of Azes and the 
Enduring Legacy of Alexander 
the Great 


Posted on 11/6/2012 

Demand for “exotic” ancient coins has increased sharply in the last decade. One 
especially popular type is a silver tetradrachm of the Indo-Scythian King Azes. 
Samples of this coin and a variety of other ancient coins are being featured in a 
special eBay event. 


The Macedonian King Alexander III “the Great” (336- 
323 B.C.) ranks high among the conquerors in the 
history of the world. He was hailed a god in his own 
lifetime, and after his death he was worshipped for 



centuries. In Roman times his tomb was still a locust of 


worship, with emperors traveling great distances to 
gaze upon him even five centuries or more after his 
death. 


Alexander’s most enduring accomplishment was his 
exportation of Greek culture to the Near East - regions 


today comprised of many nations, including Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
He achieved this by leading his Greek army through the region, as far as the 
border of India, after which he settled at his new court at Babylon. One of his 
visionary acts was to have his top officers marry women of local nobility at a 
ceremony at Susa in 324 B.C. to assure that Greeks and their subject peoples 
forged family ties. 

Consequently, a long line of kings who embraced Greek cultural values ruled this 
region in the centuries after Alexander’s death. Among them were two kings 









named Azes, who struck beautiful coins showing on their obverse the ruler on 
horseback and on their reverse a Greek god - usually Zeus, Poseidon or Athena. 

These coins are among the most meaningful documents of Alexander’s legacy in 
the Near East. They are especially interesting for their bilingual inscriptions: “[coin] 
of the great king of kings, Azes” which occurs in Greek on the obverse and in the 
local Kharoshthi script on the reverse. 

No stronger testament to the legacy of Alexander exists than these coins, for they 
were issued about three centuries after Alexander’s passing, yet they still 
betrayed the cultural footprints of the conquering Greeks. 

The Azes who appears to have issued these coins ranks among the towering 
figures who ruled in India and neighboring regions. He capitalized on trade with 
the West, dominating part of the silk route and reaping the benefits of the 
traditional trade routes from India. He unified the Punjab and extended his 
influence over a vast tract of land - a fact which his coins confirm, for they 
circulated over a very large territory. 

Tetradrachms of Azes tend to sell for several hundred dollars in the mid-grade 
range (generally VF), and high-grade pieces - AD and MS - often command 
prices at the high end of that range. 

To learn more about NGC Ancients we invite you to visit our website. The NGC 
website also maintains an archive of articles written by the Ancients department 
on a variety of interesting topics. Some of the article include: 

• Hadrian’s Travels 

• Circulating Roman Coinage of A. D. 12: A Look Back 

• Carthaginians Borrowed Sicilian Coin Designs 

For a list of all the Ancients articles, visit the Ancients page of the NGC News 
Portal. 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1882 $3 
Gold Piece 


Posted on 11/20/2012 

On the Omega three dollar coins, the counterfeiter’s signature can be seen within 
the loop of the R in LIBERTY. 

Three dollar gold pieces are often overlooked by collectors despite having an 
unusual denomination and a plethora of low mintage issues. Minted from 1854 to 
1889, three dollar gold pieces were unpopular and seldom circulated; by the 
denomination’s final decade, mintages ranged from a low of merely 500 pieces to 
a high of just 6,000 coins. According to the NGC Census most examples that we 
have graded are in About Uncirculated to low Mint State grades, further evidence 
that these coins saw little use at the time. 

In most other United States series, coins with mintages as low as three dollar gold 
pieces would sell for huge sums. Nonetheless, while the prices for many 
circulated three dollar gold pieces are fairly modest, they quickly escalate, 
particularly at the mid-to-high Mint State level. Counterfeits are not especially 
common, but there are some well made fakes out there. 

Several months ago NGC received this counterfeit 1882 three dollar. A mere 
1,500 examples were struck in 1882, and the NGC US Coin Price Guide reports a 
value of $3,910 in AU 58—the most common grade. 





Counterfeit 1882 Three Dollar Gold 
Click images to enlarge. 


There are a couple of problems with this coin that become apparent at first 
glance. First, Liberty’s hair, headdress, and the motto LIBERTY are weaker than 
normal and blend into the surrounding area. Second, a portion of the right obverse 
field has been manipulated. The areas immediately to the right of Liberty’s hair 
and between the CA in AMERICA are unnatural and have clearly been altered in 
an attempt to disguise some of the coin’s flaws. 

Looking closer, a few small lumps around LIBERTY and a few other obverse 
letters become apparent. Many three dollar gold pieces show pronounced die 
polish lines—not surprising given their low mintages—but this piece has none. 

This is the so-called Omega fake three dollar, named for the Greek letter Cl 
(omega) that the counterfeiter used to mark his handiwork. The Omega 
counterfeiter is best known for the high quality 1907 High Relief $20 fakes, but 
several other series were targeted including the 1882 three dollar. 

On the Omega three dollar coins, the counterfeit’s Cl signature can be seen within 
the loop of the R in LIBERTY. While this piece has been altered to the point where 
the Q is very faint, on other counterfeits it can be quite prominent. A few other 
forgeries were made by the Omega counterfeiter, and all can be linked by the 
presence of this Greek letter. The Omega High Relief twenties are far more 
deceptive, but this is still an above average counterfeit. 



Click images to enlarge. 
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USA Coin Album: Coin Ghosts 
of Christmas Past 


Posted on 12/3/2012 

Because the holiday season is rapidly approaching, i’ll finally break precedent and 
do something I've never done before — write a holiday-themed column. 

It’s not that I dislike Christmas or any other holiday, but I’ve long resisted the 
temptation to write anything too obvious or predictable. I usually prefer to write on 
technical matters regarding coins, but I also don’t want to be branded a 
curmudgeon. So, in the seasonal spirit of being obvious and predictable, here are 
my Christmas coin reminiscences. 

The first inkling that my coin collecting hobby had left an impression on my 
parents came as a stocking stuffer one Christmas. This was a small paperback 
book about coin collecting. It was a very basic treatment of the sort one used to 
find at the supermarket checkout counter, along with collections of horoscopes, 
crossword puzzles and romance guides on how to snag Mr. Right. Though seldom 
found today, such coin books were extremely common in the 1960s. The authors 
were almost never names recognizable to a numismatist, and the books often 
included sensational tales of the valuable coins still to be found in pocket change. 

I remember being excited at getting a coin related gift but somewhat disappointed 
with the quality of the book itself. Even as a child I had a fascination with the age 
of things, including books, and I distinctly remember it carrying a 1966 copyright 
date, which almost certainly marks the year of receipt. 

Two years went by before Christmas again brought an acknowledgement of my 
continuing interest in coins. By that time my parents must have reconciled 
themselves to the fact that coin collecting was more than just another boyhood fad 
which would quickly pass, such as Batman and The Monkees. It was not my 
parents, however, who came through with the loot. My grandma gave me an 
assortment of obsolete coins of the sort I had never imagined I’d own. The three I 
remember include an 1826 large cent in cleaned Very Good condition, a severely 




polished 1929-D quarter dollar in Very Fine and a lightly etched 1902 nickel 
grading nearly VF. The last one was the sweetest, as this was my grandma’s birth 
year. Sometime later I callously sold the quarter and the nickel to buy coins of 
higher quality, something I now deeply regret, but the large cent was sacrificed to 
a more worthy cause. In a previous career I gave it to one of my co-workers who 
had shown an interest in my hobby. Though I haven’t seen this person in more 
than 20 years, I hope he still has the coin and will pass it on to his children. 

1968 was indeed a banner year, as my aunt and uncle likewise gave me coin gifts 
that Christmas. I received my very first Red Book (A Guide Book of United States 
Coins), which put me in the big leagues of numismatics as far as I was concerned. 
They also gave me an absolutely gorgeous 1881-S silver dollar which. I’m quite 
pleased to say, I do still have. This coin was later graded and encapsulated by 
NGC and now serves as a learning tool at the ANA’s Summer Seminar. I co¬ 
instruct a class on USA type coins with Frank Van Valen of Stack's Bowers, and 
this silver dollar never fails to generate some discussion. To the untrained eye it 
seems to be near perfection, with unmarked surfaces and prooflike fields, yet this 
coin provides an education of a different kind altogether. In my childhood 
ignorance I managed to put a wipe mark in the obverse field, this being a series of 
fine, parallel lines that impaired the coin to such as degree that it grades only MS 
64. 

I went two Christmases without further coin gifts, but 1971 saw another bonanza. 
In my collecting of Mercury dimes from circulation, I had managed to get all the 
issues from 1940-45 and just a smattering of earlier pieces. The Emporium 
department store in San Francisco had, like so many retailers back then, a coin 
and stamp department, and it sold plastic bags filled with different dates and mints 
of each particular coin series. For that year’s Christmas I received from my 
parents a bag holding 50 different Mercury dimes which, when combined with 
what I’d found on my own, gave me nearly a complete set. I even had some 
duplicates to trade with my collecting friends. 

One episode, however, stands out as a somewhat sad memory of Christmas past. 
The negative aspect was entirely of my own doing, as I’ll explain. For Christmas 
1972 I received one of the key date Walking Liberty halves I needed to nearly 
complete my first collection of these—the 1921(P). I had made my needs known 
to my parents, who purchased the missing entry at The Emporium (a much loved 
store which is now just a memory). Being the teenager that I was, I immediately 
pointed out to my beaming parents that the coin had two letters ‘X’ carved into the 
field and was thus not suitable. I felt bad about my bluntness almost immediately, 
and I’ve remembered that shame to the present day. I suppose that the lesson 



here is that the real value of any gift is in the act itself, but that’s certainly not an 
original thought on my part. 

Happy Holidays to all. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in the 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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NumisMedia Market Report: 
Best-Kept Secret - 1879 to 1890 
Seated Halves 


Posted on 11/13/2012 

There are many ways to collect coins, such as complete sets of Indian and 
Lincoln cents, Buffalo nickels, Washington quarters. Walking Liberty halves and, 
of course, highly favored silver dollars. Some of these sets are quite difficult to 
complete because of the extreme rarity of one or two coins — like the 1894 S 
Barber Dime. 

How you choose to put together a set may be based on your profound preference 
for history, design, denomination, dates or any number of desires. For that matter, 
it may be simply a strong aspiration for profits. 

An area that many dealers believe is overlooked by most collectors is the Seated 
Half Dollar series, more specifically, the Philadelphia minted coins from 1879 
through 1890. During those 12 years there were only 102,304 total business 
strikes minted. Obviously, throughout the years, many of these coins have been 
lost due to any number of reasons including melting, or just plain attrition. The last 
three years, 1888,’89, and ’90 were the highest minted dates with 12,833, 12,711, 
and 12,590, respectively. That totals 38,134 coins or 37% of the total mintage for 
the 12 years. In Good condition, all of these coins have an FMV of at least $240. 
Further, when we monitor these coins in auctions, many times they result in higher 
prices for the next FMV. 

The following chart shows each date with its original mintage. We have also 
included the number of coins certified by NGC and PCGS in grades Good 4 
through AU58 and the number of coins certified in Mint State. The last column 
represents the highest grade certified by either service. 




Seated Half 

Original 

Certified 

Certified 

Highest 

Dollars 

Mintage 

G/AU58 

MS 

Grade 

1879 

5,900 

93 

508 

MS68 

1880 

9,755 

55 

169 

MS67 

1881 

10,975 

76 

164 

MS67 

1882 

5,500 

47 

114 

MS68 

1883 

9,039 

84 

139 

MS67 

1884 

5,275 

41 

181 

MS68 

1885 

6,130 

52 

125 

MS67 

1886 

5,886 

49 

158 

MS67 

1887 

5,710 

62 

168 

MS67 

1888 

12,833 

87 

198 

MS67 

1889 

12,711 

77 

188 

MS67 

1890 

12,590 

48 

153 

MS68 


As you can see the total number of coins certified is miniscule compared to many 
other series. There are just 771 circulated coins certified and 2,265 Mint State 
coins for a total of only 3,036 for all 12 dates. Keep in mind that some of these 
coins may be resubmissions so the total is likely much less. Granted, there are 
many coins that do not get certified for any number of reasons, but mostly 
because they have unsightly marks or poor surfaces, or in the case of Mint State 
coins they don’t have good eye appeal. There are only four dates certified with the 
MS68 grade with a total of just seven coins all together. In the MS67 grade there 
are exactly 100 certified with the 1879 having the most with 23 coins certified. 

What may be more interesting is that many of the AU coins will trade above the 
MS60 and MS61 FMV levels because there just are not that many of the lower 
Mint State coins around. The spreads are very tight from AU50 all the way to 
MS62. For example, the 1888 has an FMV of $650 in AU50 and $940 in MS62. 
Most dealers think this is a much undervalued area of numismatics but the main 
problem is that they cannot accumulate enough coins within this date range to 
make active markets. These coins sell very quickly in grades under MS60 but 
there seems to be a lack of interest for the MS60 to MS64 coins. In the last few 
years collectors have sought the MS65 and higher grades and especially those 
with the CAC sticker. This may be one of the best kept secrets in numismatics but 
you can bet that most dealers are well aware of the rarity of these twelve dates. 

This article is a guest article written by: 


m 


MISMEDiA 


MEMBER BENEFrrS •NEWS 
• PRICE GUIDES • AUCTIONS 

The Dealer Trading Netn-ork WWW.nUmismedia.COm 


The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1910 S 
Barber Half Dollar 


Posted on 11/13/2012 

Named for its designer and scuiptor, Charies Barber, this haif doiiar was minted 
from 1892 through 1915. 

Disliked by collectors of the time, these coins have since grown in popularity and 
are now widely sought by type, as well as by date and mint. 



Just under two million half dollars were coined at the San Francisco Mint in 1910, 
a typical figure for that time. Precious few of these have survived in mint state, 
however, and fewer still in gem condition. This lovely specimen was coined from a 
fresh pair of dies that showed no signs of erosion. Aside from the usual weakness 
at the arrow feathers, its strike is delightfully sharp. This coin exhibits very bright 
and frosty luster in swirling bands, while light, peripheral toning of champagne 
gold graces both sides of this beauty. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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PVC Contamination on Modern 
Chinese Coins and the NCS 
Solution 


Posted on 11/9/2012 

Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS) can safeiy remove PVC residue. 

Modern Chinese coinage began in 1979 with the introduction of the silver and 
gold commemorative coins and medals programs. This first year included four 
series: two coin sets and two medal sets. The coin sets were: the People’s 
Republic of China Anniversary set of four gold coins and the Year of the Child 
silver and gold coin set. The medal sets were the Fourth National Sports Meeting 
consisting of one issue in gold and three in silver and the Beijing Scenery 
Commemorative series in gold consisting of five designs. In 1982, China began its 
widely popular Panda precious metal bullion program. Gold Pandas (ranging in 
the size from 1/10 ounce to one ounce) were introduced that year, followed by the 
silver one ounce coin the next year. 

There are several types of official packaging for these coins and medals. Many 
Gold Panda coins were simply sealed in soft plastic. 






Panda Coins Sealed in Soft Plastic 
Click images to enlarge. 


Others were placed in capsules first, and then sealed in this soft plastic. 



Coins Placed in Capsules and Sealed in Soft Plastic 
Click images to enlarge. 


Other coins and sets were put in capsules and then placed in display boxes 
(many of which are elaborately painted wooden boxes). 





















Coins in Display Boxes 
Click images to enlarge. 


Although plastic is convenient and inexpensive, this plastic can cause serious 
problems with coins. The softness and pliability of the plastic is due to the use of 
PVC, or Polyvinyl Chloride. Unfortunately, this reacts negatively with the coin 
under most conditions, especially areas with high humidity or heat. As a result, 
many Chinese modern coins exhibit PVC residue and/or damage. Coins with 
active PVC residue are not eligible for NGC certification. 

Thankfully, the professional conservators at Numismatic Conservation Services 
(NCS) can safely remove PVC residue and, in many cases, the coins can then be 
numerically graded by NGC. In this article, we will highlight two gold coins that 
best exemplify what happens to coins stored in PVC plastic, and the difference 
conservation by NCS can make. 

The first coin is a China 1986 Panda 12 Ounce Gold 1,000 Yuan. The first four 
photos illustrate the poor condition of the coin when it arrived at NCS. It was still in 
the original plastic and was completely covered with PVC residue and numerous 
copper spots (red dots that are often seen on gold coins). The residue made the 
coin unsuitable for NGC certification. 









China 1986 Panda 12 Ounce Gold 1,000 Yuan 
Before Conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


During conservation, the PVC residue and copper spots were removed, and the 
coin’s surfaces neutralized to ensure long-term protection. This coin was now fit 
for NGC certification. 



China 1986 Panda 12 Ounce Gold 1,000 Yuan 
After Conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


The second coin is a China 1993 Guanyin 1/10 Ounce Gold 10 Yuan, also with 
PVC residue and copper spots. 










China 1993 Guanyin 1/10 Ounce Gold 10 Yuan 
Before Conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


The residue prevents the coin from being certified, while these unsightly spots can 
also severely affect the eye appeal and grade of the coin. In this case, the red 
copper spots are far more prominent than the cloudiness caused by the residue. 
Following professional conservation, the coin again displays its original luster and 
full detail. It is now a highly collectible coin. 



China 1993 Guanyin 1/10 Ounce Gold 10 Yuan 
After Conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 
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Numismatica Genevensis VII 


Posted on 10/25/2012 

Hundreds of high-quality ancient, world, Islamic and US coins will be offered in 
Geneva, Switzerland, on Nov. 27-28 at the seventh auction of Numismatica 
Genevensis SA. 


Pedigreed coins that have been off the market for 50 or 100 
years are represented in large measure, with highlights from 
the collections of Archer M. Huntington, J.P. Morgan, and 
Herbert A. Cahn, and from the cabinet of the American 

Numismatic Society. 

“In many ways this is our most impressive sale to date,” says Frank Baldacci, 
director of Numismatica Genevensis. “We are especially pleased to offer so many 
important coins in top condition and with desirable pedigrees. The wide range of 
material no doubt will interest collectors from all segments of the field.” 

About one-fourth of the 400-plus ancient coins are from the collection of Herbert 
A. Cahn, the author of two standard works on ancient Greek coins and one of the 
towering figures of the ancient coin and antiquity market in the 20th Century. The 
group contains an excellent mixture of coins admired for their academic interest or 
their artistic merit, and has many coins with excellent pedigrees, including R. 
Kappeli and Kunstfreund. Cahn assembled his collection from the early 1950s 
until his passing in 2002. 




Celtic, Greek, Roman and Byzantine coins from other consignments are similarly 
attractive. Many top-grade Roman aurei and sestertii are offered, with no less 
than 45 Roman gold coins and two impressive Late Roman silver medallions. The 
sale also includes 15 Judaean silver coins of the Bar Kokhba War that are cited in 





the standard reference by Leo Mildenberg. 



One coin, a remarkable silver stater struck at Olous on Crete sometime 
between 320 and 270 B.C., is noteworthy for a pedigree that has been 
traced back at least to 1730, when it was published as part of the 
collection of the Dukes of Saxony-Gotha. 

Like the ancient coinage, world issues are represented by important collections 
and outstanding individual coins from various consignors. More than 500 coins 
are offered from the Archer M. Huntington collection, which includes a significant 
offering from the Low Countries. In addition to stand-out, individual coins from 
Huntington’s collection, there is a grouping of nearly 300 siege coins which 
otherwise would be difficult, if not impossible, to duplicate. 






Similarly, a group of nearly 50 gold and silver coins of Besangon in the name of 
the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V is also expected to be the focus of intense 
collector competition. Strong offerings of German, Austrian, and Italian coinage 
are offered along with an excellent collection of European crowns of the 18th and 
19th Centuries in extraordinary condition, including proof and presentation pieces. 






if 


World coinage is rounded out with a 1792 
Brazilian gold bar of the foundry of Sahara from 


the Huntington collection, and a selection of Chinese coins bought between 1930 
and 1960, which includes many highlights such as one of the finest known “auto” 
dollars. Also worth mentioning is an offering of Indian coins highlighted by 17th 
Century gold “zodiac” mohurs in extraordinary condition, and a varied collection of 
more than 100 coins of Annam. 



More than 60 lots of Islamic coins are highlighted by an important collection of 
well-preserved Umayyad gold dinars containing all 56 dates in the series, 
including the exceedingly rare first issue, year 77. Offered as a single lot, the 





collection has a presale estimate of 400,000 Swiss Francs. 



An impressive consignment of nearly 200 duplicate coins from the American 
Numismatic Society features issues from a variety of nations, and includes a six- 
piece 1915 Cuban gold proof set and Polish patterns of the 1920s and 1930s. 
Most of the coins and patterns from this consignment are from the United States, 
a large number of which are pedigreed to collections such as J.P. Morgan, John 
Sanford Saltus, and Henry Norweb. 



NGC will be represented at the auction by Chief Executive Officer Steve 
Eichenbaum and Director of European Operations Richard Stein. Numismatica 
Genevensis may be reached by phone at 41 22 320 4640, by fax at 41 (0)22 329 
2162, or by email at info@ngsa.ch. The auction catalog can be accessed via 
www.ngsa.ch. 
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US Mint Releases Uncirculated 
Coin Honoring Denali 

Posted on 11/13/2012 


Featuring an image of Denali National Park and Preserve, this is the fifth coin to 
be released in the 2012 America the Beautiful Five-ounce Silver Uncirculated 
Coin™ series. 


[WASHINGTON, DC] - Beginning at noon Eastern 
Time (ET) on November 5, the United States Mint 
will begin accepting orders for America the Beautiful 
Quarters Program products honoring Alaska's 
Denali National Park and Preserve. The coins' 
reverse (tails side) design features a Dali sheep with 
Mount McKinley rising in the background, with the inscriptions DENALI, ALASKA, 
2012 and E PLURIBUS UNUM. This is the 15th coin issued through the bureau's 
America the Beautiful Quarters Program and America the Beautiful Five-Ounce 
Silver Uncirculated Coin Program. 

For more information, visit US Mint. 

The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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